ANALYSIS

This Ordinance amends Title 20 - Utilities of the Los Angeles County Code by:

° Amending Section 20.32.010 to revise and clarify the time period sewer
construction permits remain valid, and authorize the collection of a fee for each time
extension requested by the permittee; and

° Amending Section 20.32.120 to increase existing fees for sewer
construction permits to achieve recovery of all costs incurred by the Department of
Public Works for permit application review, processing, field inspection, and the
procurement and preparation of record plans and to add annual fee adjustments based
on the Consumer Price Index; and

° Adding Section 20.32.121 to authorize the suspension or revocation of a
sewer construction permit when the permit has been issued in error, on the basis of
incorrect information, or when in violation of any ordinance or regulation; and

o Adding Section 20.32.122 to authorize the collection of an investigation
fee for unpermitted sewer-related work.
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ORDINANCE NO. __ 2011-0008

An ordinance amending Title 20 - Utilities of the Los Angeles County Code, to
establish new fees and increase existing fees charged by the Los Angeles County
Department of Public Works.

The Board of Supervisors of the County of Los Angeles ordains as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 20.32.010 is hereby amended to read as follows:

20.32.010 Required when -- Period of validity.

A. No person other than the person specifically excepted by this Division 2
shall commence, do or cause to be done, construct or cause to be constructed, use or
cause to be used, alter or cause to be altered any public sewer, main-line sewer, house
lateral, sewage pumping plant, water pollution control plant, or other similar
appurtenance in the eCounty of Los Angeles without first obtaining a sewer construction
permit from the eCounty eEngineer.

B. A sewer construction permit issued by the eCounty eEngineer shall expire

oene-yearif the work authorized by such permit is not commenced within sixty (60) days

from the date of issuance: or said work is not diligently prosecuted to completion, as

determined by the County Engineer. exeeptw\Vhen the plans whereare approved in

accordance with an agreement eitherwith another governmental agency; or with the

eCounty for a subdivision as required by the Subdivision Ordinance set out at Title 21 of

this code , the permit shall be

valid for the period specified in the agreement.
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€. The County Engineer shall have the discretion to extend the expiration

date of a sewer construction permit up to two (2) times, upon written request by the

permittee submitted to the County Engineer prior to the date of expiration of the permit,

demonstrating that the work for which the permit was issued was delayed because of

inclement weather, strikes, acts of God, or other causes not within the control of the

permittee. Each extension period shall be limited to a period of sixty (60) days from the

date the permit is set to expire. The permittee must pay a non-refundable permit

extension fee with each extension request in the amount equivalent to the issuance fee

prescribed pursuant to Section 16.10.020 of this code, provided no changes have been

made to the original application and plans for such work. The permit application and

plans shall be kept on file for thirty (30) days after expiration of the permit.

D. Permits for sewer construction issued under the authority of Title 16,

Division 1 of this code are non-transferable.

SECTION 2. Section 20.32.120 is hereby amended to read as follows:

20.32.120 Sewer construction permit fees -- Table 1.

Before granting any permit for the construction of main-line sewer, house lateral
sewer, water pollution control plant, sewage pumping plant, and whenever a permit for
any industrial waste treatment or disposal facility is required by the eCounty eEngineer,
the eCounty eEngineer shall collect the following fees from the applicant to cover the

cost of permit application review, processing, field inspection of the proposed

construction, procuring or preparing record plans, automobile mileage, and all overhead

and indirect costs:
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Table |

Table-l—Inspection-And-Record-PlanFeesSewer Construction Permit Fees

For a Total Valuation of Proposed =

__ Work | PermitFee
~$600.00 or less ' $es79.00
601.00t0 $1,00000 | 430158.00

1,001.00t0 1,500.00 ~ 240255.00
1,601.00102,00000  295359.00

2,001.00 t0 2,500.00  375456.00
2,501.00 to 3,000.00  450547.00

13,001.00 to 3,500.00 525638.00

3,501.00 to 4,000.00 600729.00

4,001.00 t0 4,500.00  675820.00

4,501.00 to 5,000.00 - 740899.00
5,001.00106,000.00 8701,057.00

6,001.00 to 7,000.00 ~ 9851,196.00

7,001.00 t0 8,000.00 1 40001,324.00
18,001.00109,00000  41801445.00
19,001.00 to 10,000.00 4,2801,554.00

A. For each $1,000.00, or fractional part thereof, of the total valuation of the
proposed work in excess of $10,000.00 and not exceeding $50,000.00, an additional
$85104.00;

B. For each $1,000.00, or fractional part thereof, of the total valuation of the
proposed work in excess of $50,000.00 and not exceeding, $100,000.00, an additional
$6579.00;

C. For each $1,000.00, or fractional part thereof, of the total valuation of the
proposed work in excess of $100,000.00, an additional $5061.00;

D. For additional work approved by the eCounty eEngineer but not included

in the original permit, the applicant shall pay a base fee of $810.00 and an additional fee
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of $810.00 for each $100.00, or fractional part thereof, of the total valuation of such
additional work.

E. The fees set forth in this section shall be reviewed annually by the County

Engineer. Beginning on July 1, 2011, and thereafter on each succeeding July 1%, the

amount of each fee shall be adjusted as follows: Calculate the percentage movement

between March of the previous year and March of the current year in the Consumer

Price Index (CPI) for all urban consumers in the Los Angeles - Riverside - Orange

County area, as published by the United States Government Bureau of Labor Statistics:

adjust each fee by said percentage amount; and round up to the nearest dollar. No

adjustment shall increase or decrease any fee to an amount more or less than the

amount necessary to recover the reasonable cost of providing the services for which the

fee is imposed. When it is determined that the amount reasonably necessary to recover

the cost of providing the services for which the fees are imposed is in excess of this

adjustment, the County Engineer may present fee proposals to the Board of

Supervisors for approval.

SECTION 3. Section 20.32.121 is hereby added to read as follows:

20.32.121 __ Suspension or Revocation.

The County Engineer may, in writing, suspend or revoke a sewer construction

permit whenever the County Engineer determines that the permit was issued in error,

on the basis of incorrect information, or the permit is in violation of any ordinance or any

other provision of this code.
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SECTION 4. Section 20.32.122 is hereby added to read as follows:

20.32.122 _ Investigation Fee for Work Without Permit.

In addition to being subject to any and all penalties prescribed by law, including

under this code, any person failing to obtain a sewer construction permit as required by

Section 20.32.010 of this code shall pay an investigation fee in the amount determined

by the County Engineer to be necessary to recover all costs incurred in investigating the

failure to obtain a sewer construction permit. The County Engineer shall have the

discretion to waive the investigation fee in instances when the County Engineer

determines that the work performed without a permit was performed as a result of an

emergency or urgent circumstances which precluded timely application for a sewer

construction permit provided that an application for a sewer construction permit is filed

as soon as possible following the commencement of the unpermitted work and all of the

requirements for a sewer construction permit are met. This section shall not be

construed to authorize any work that requires a sewer construction permit to be

performed without a sewer construction permit.

[2032010FPCC]
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SACHI A, HAMAI
Exacutive Cliicer
Clerk of the Beard of Supervisors

By

SECTION 5. This ordinance shall be published in The Daily Commerce a
newspaper printed and published in the County of Los Angeles.

Mayor

ATTEST:

Sachi A. Hamai
Executive Officer -

Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles

| hereby certify that at its meeting of March 22, 2011 the foregoing
ordinance was adopted by the Board of Supervisors of said County of Los Angeles by the
following vote, to wit:

Ayes Noes

Supervisors  Gloria Molina Supervisors  Don Knabe

Mark Ridley-Thomas

Zev Yaroslavsky

Michael D. Antonovich

Effective Date: April 21, 2011 c’?f;&; 7 ,[—4,,,..“

. . Sachi A. Hamai
Operative-Date: Executive Officer -

Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
ANDREA SHERIDAN ORDIN
County Counsel

_ L = 5 “‘1: — B ‘M—W
Deputy D

Chief Deputy County Counsel
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